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A burst of entrepreneurial energy down under promises to
transform the fortunes of renewable power. Path-breaking
entrepreneur Elon (Tesla) Musk is reportedly setting up a 100-
MWhour power battery storage capacity in South Australia,
in 100 days flat. It would be the world’s largest utility-scale po-
wer storage — at an attractive cost — and slated to greatly bo-
ost renewable energy.

Also notable is the fact that Musk is leveraging scale econo-
mies to drive down the costs of electric power storage. The
ballpark figure stated is $250 per kWh as capital expenditure,
and about $0.3/kWh as operational-ex. Reports says that the
Australia facility would use conventional lithium-ion batteri-

es, for which Tesla is joining hands with
Panasonic. But costs should fall much
further. There’s a paradigm shift in the of-
fing in battery storage technology. Van-
adium-flow batteries promise to quite
dramatically reduce the op-ex for electric
storage to only about $0.05/kWh, which
would amount to grid-parity tariffs here,

in rupees. Note that the sheer intermittency of renewable
energy, solar or wind power, makes battery storage crucial,
with op-ex currently put at upwards of 30 cents/kWh. But this
essentially ends up tripling the effective cost of renewable po-
wer generation, not counting evacuation costs.

The V-flow batteries are fully containerised, nonflammable
and reusable systems which discharge 100% of the stored
energy. They also do not degrade for more than 20 years and se-
em eminently scalable. But currently the only V-flow battery
is in Washington state in the US, of 8 MWh capacity built using
a proprietary molecule as electrolyte. Proactive policies and
multilateral initiatives can well rev up storage capacity. There
is other exciting research in battery technology, too. 

Battery Storage for
Renewable Power
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Stretching the
Leggings Effect
The Twitter kerfuffle over two girls in leggings being denied
entry into an aircraft in the US may have a salutary effect on
an over-stretched industry — and it’s not aviation. Leggings
along with that other controversial figure hugging garb cal-
led yoga pants form part of a category now called “althleisu-
re” or “activewear”. And at $44 billion in sales in the US alo-
ne, it has been the mainstay of an otherwise sagging apparel
sector there for a while now. But of late there have been stray
threads in the wind about falling prices especially with fast
fashion and discounters getting into the segment. The spec-
tre of no further expansion loomed large. But now that the
leggings clad teens have set off a storm of protest, there is
every chance of the item being worn — and therefore also
bought — by countless bands of indignant Freedom of Clot-
hing demonstrators.

Amid wide expressions of sympathy online, a celebrity has
already vowed to travel on airlines clad only in leggings. And
concurrently breaking stories of school authorities in va-
rious US states also cracking down on such apparel will no
doubt spur a run on leggings in many department stores.
Moreover, if it becomes an international protest, there is re-
ason for athleisure manufacturers around the world to have
a new spring in their step.

Asagging industry in the US could
now get a renewed spring in its step

The government’s move to tag substantive amendments,
many of the 40 relating to diverse aspects of regulation
and representation, on to the Finance Bill can be said to
be debatable. However, the Opposition’s intransigence in
the Upper House is also a contributory factor. The incor-
poration of a number of amendments in the Money Bill
reflects the current state of Parliament. Some would ar-
gue the government’s claim that these diverse amend-
ments can be lumped together as a Money Bill, outside
the scrutiny of the Rajya Sabha where the BJP is in a mi-
nority, is not valid. They can cite Article 110 (1) . 

The same point of view would argue the merging of tri-
bunals is devoid of rationale. Thus, the airports regula-
tor is sought to be subsumed under the telecommunica-
tions arbitrator. Where is the logic here? Or for that mat-
ter, when the national highways jurisdiction is swallo-
wed up by the airports appellate tribunal? Can company
law jurisdiction take over from an anti-monopoly board?

However, these nitty-gritties also ig-
nore the larger parliamentary reality
of frequently obstructionist Opposi-
tion in the Upper House. There can be
debate on the reason for setting up tax
monitoring bodies, of their modus
operandi or the process of staffing.
But the sad fact is even on matters as

vital as government revenue, tax evasion and just treat-
ment of honest taxpayer, it is often impossible to have a
conducive debate with the Opposition in the Upper Hou-
se. Therefore, the larger point is that while it could be ar-
gued that tacking a number of amendments to a Money
Bill is a less than perfect solution in the theory of making
legislation, the reality of making legislation points to so-
lutions that have the virtue of getting things done quick-
ly. A lasting solution is a properly debating Parliament. 

Removing the cap of 7.5% of the average profits of the
past three years for political contributions, in combina-
tion with the wholly opaque electoral bonds, makes it
possible to set up companies for the sole purpose of chan-
nelling anonymous funds to favoured political parties.
All these merit separate laws of their own.

Money Bill And the
Opposition Question 
The ‘proper way’ vs getting things done 

SANCHIT KHERA

Solving people’s issues is
inherently flawed. Lend them
a hand instead. The idea that
someone can bring to you
their problems, and you can
solve them — is a game. We
often get stuck in our own
thoughts and need someone to
help us guide our way out.
That’s when someone can
offer the “other” perspective
in life and lift our spirits in
time of need. Even a child can
do that when he smiles at his
parents and then moves on out
of boredom. He explains a
fundamental nature of life
when he does that, in a matter
of seconds. You can’t convince
him to have your attention for
longer than three minutes.
Hence he can’t be convinced to
be happy — when you want
him to be, or be not sad, when
you ask him. You play games
with him to distract his mind
and reassure him that his
sadness is pointless and that
everything is okay. Sometimes
that’s when he quietens down,
other times he simply needs to
have his nappy changed.

Sadness, troubles, problems,
stress, issues, all come in
various shapes and sizes, but
we often fail to recognise that
we don’t really need to solve
them to be a happy person. We
simply have to see the other
side of things, or the other
side of the coin. We can either
wait till we “feel like” getting
out of our troubles, or when
we have solved our issues out.
Or we can recognise that
eventually the issues will get
settled, or will never get sett-
led, and hence it is pointless to
ponder over either fram-
ework.

Lend Them
AHand

It’s not easy, but Indian officials are
trying hard to read the Trump admini-
stration. Recent forays by senior offici-
als have been aimed at ensuring conti-
nuity while trying to detect any unna-
tural or unusual activity.

So far, the signals seem normal for the
most part. Even positive. Every senior
Cabinet member has expressed a
desire to visit India this year to conti-
nue the concert of democracies and
send a clear message to China that
‘might is not right’ in Asia.

Donald Trump is expected to wel-
come Narendra Modi at the White
House in September. Exact dates are
being worked out and India wants a big
show with all the attendant frills to
underscore the importance of the
relationship.

Trump may agree but only if there is
a big, shiny gain he can advertise.
“India might have to give more than it
is used to giving,” a US official told me
with a wry smile. Can New Delhi’s
relationship managers be more flex-
ible and imaginative to make Modi’s
visit a true success and not just a
bureaucratic one?

But Washington also might want to
appoint an ambassador to India some-
time soon to show it cares. Yes, the
administration has a million mutinies
on its hands, but absence in this case
doesn’t make the heart grow fonder.
Even in Twitter raj, an ambassador is
necessary.

A new name is in the mix for the
important position: Kenneth Juster,
currently deputy assistant to the
president on international economic
affairs and lead negotiator for the
G-7, G-20 and Apec (Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation) summits.

Juster knows India well.
He negotiated the ‘Next Steps in

Strategic Partnership’, an initiative
launched in 2004 by George W Bush and
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, which ultimately
begat the Indo-US civil nuclear deal in
2008. An experienced and sophisticated
player, he would be a steady hand at
steering the relationship in these times
of relative uncertainty.

They say US secretary of state Rex
Tillerson has sent a list of 25 names for
various ambassadorships to the White
House but hasn’t heard back. Tillerson
is surviving without the crucial se-
cond and third rung of officers and
coming up short.

On the India front, Tillerson is expec-
ted to attend the Strategic and Com-
mercial Dialogue this summer in
Delhi to accommodate India’s request
to repeat the venue. He won’t lead a
‘caravan’ of officers to Delhi as his
predecessor did in the past but will
take a small delegation for a more
compact meeting.

The Trump administration would
like to zoom in on three areas with
India — energy cooperation, counter-
terrorism and defence technology and
trade. It wants to focus on the long term
to make the dialogue ‘truly strategic’.
India should lay out its ‘expectations’
to make the interaction more fruitful.

Under the Obama administration,
both sides took pride in saying India
and the US were talking on every
aspect of ‘human endeavour’. Indeed,
there were so many dialogues and
working groups, the Americans dedica-
ted a full-time officer to keep track.
Perhaps, both capitals found the dialo-
gue business useful to hide a lack of
progress on the real stuff. Some wor-
king groups haven’t met for years.

But now endless discussions are
clearly out. If it can’t fit on a one-page
memo, it won’t fit the new mindset.
Long, tedious joint statements — the
pride of many an Indian diplomat —
won’t rack up ratings, but a sharp,
focused agenda will. US diplomats,
themselves no strangers to verbosity,
are undergoing what one officer
described as a ‘lobotomy’ to learn the
one-page rule.

More importantly, one faction in the
Trump administration is apparently
‘ready to open the wallets for India’.
But not for free. They want something
real in return — remove import taxes
on some biggies such as Harley Da-
vidson motorcycles, medical devices
and IT hardware.

It would certainly gladden American
hearts and may open the door for new
Indian exports like scooters. Recall that
Trump criticised the 100% tax on
Harleys in his speech to Congress
without naming India. It took a lot of
restraint on his part especially because
he was calling out China and others.

For his part, Modi could highlight
Indian investments in the US. Anand
Mahindra announced last month he
wants to double his bets here in the US.
If Mahindra is serious, the timing
could coincide with the visit, and
Trump and Modi could ride into the
sunset on a tractor. The photos would
be eminently tweetable.

As defence secretary James Mattis
told National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval last week, “No relationship
stays the same — they either decline or
they get better, they get stronger.” The
India-US relationship may be due for a
makeover.

Boys, It’s Makeover Time
LETTER FROM WASHINGTON

Seema Sirohi

That could soon be a Mahindra
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W
ill Donald Trump
transform the US in his
first 100 days through
executive orders and
new laws? Will he wre-

ak protectionist, anti-immigrant
and anti-minority havoc?

Relax. The US Constitution is de-
signed to hobble presidents. It divi-
des power between the president, US
Congress and the judiciary, giving no
branch an overriding authority.
Each is subject to checks and balan-
ces. Neither legislators not judges fe-
el inferior to or obliged to kowtow to
the president. He has to negotiate
with even minor Congressmen for le-
gislative support. If instead he tries
to bludgeon his way forward, he suf-
fers humiliating setbacks.

Trump has proved that repeated-
ly. Again and again he has charged
forward with high-volume rhetoric
and been tripped up. With every
trip, he looks less fearsome, and so-
metimes comical.

His latest humiliation has been
the forced postponement of his Bill
repealing Obama’s healthcare sche-
me, something central to his plat-
form. His own Republican Party’s
right wing refused to go along, say-
ing Trump’s changes were not radi-
cal enough. Trump says Obamacare
will implode anyway. But the world
now knows that the Republican ma-

jority in Congress has a mind of its
own — as was true of Democratic
majorities when Democratic presi-
dents were in power. Trump will ha-
ve to wheedle and cajole, not bludge-
on. He may have to dilute or abandon
many proposals. 

Making Headlines
Earlier, Trump made headlines by
imposing stringent curbs on the ent-
ry of any citizen of seven Muslim-
majority countries. This affected
even US green card-holders and hon-
chos of multinational companies
and international organisations.
Many panicky Indian US residents
cancelled foreign trips for fear they
would not be able to re-enter the US.
But the courts quickly struck down
the visa curb. Disappointed but not
cowed, Trump reintroduced the
curbs in a new form. Once again the
courts said no. 

He has sworn to bring jobs back
to the US, and stopped a fast-track
route for Indian software engineers
to get H-1B visas. Panic spread
when one legislator introduced a
Bill to raise the minimum wage for
H-1B visa holders from $60,000 to
$130,000 a year. But this Bill was in-
troduced by a Democrat, not a Re-
publican, and is not taken seriously.
(Silicon Valley is dead against it.)

US legislators routinely introduce
hundreds of new Bills per year, of
which 90% never see the light of day.
According to a top US lobbyist, the
few such Bills that pass take on av-
erage six years, well beyond Trump’s
current term. So, while Trump will
at the margin affect Indian software
companies, panic is unwarranted.

He is keen to identify and detect il-
legal immigrants. But many big citi-
es (including New York, Los Angeles,
Chicago, Denver, Boston and San
Francisco) are ‘sanctuary cities’:

they refuse to act against illegal mig-
rants, viewing these as valuable wor-
kers. Trump has threatened to cut
funding to sanctuary cities, yet they
have not budged. In India it would be
unthinkable for mayors to defy the
government on illegal migration,
but the US is very different.

Against the Wall
Trump wants to build a huge wall on
the Mexican border and get Mexico
to pay for it, maybe through a tax on
imports from Mexico. There’s no
sign of Congressional support for
such a tax, which would violate
WTO rules.

He has promised a big tax cut
along with massive infrastructure
spending to revive the economy. The
stock markets are looking forward
to a big fiscal stimulus. Yet the Re-
publican core strongly opposes lar-
ge fiscal deficits, so Trump has his
work cut out.

To bring jobs back, Trump propo-
ses a Border Adjustment Tax (BAT).
Many variations of this are being
discussed. One version will stop allo-
wing imports as a cost to companies,
increasing the tax burden of compa-
nies that import. This will make im-
ports more expensive but yield few
additional jobs. Big retailers like
Wal-Mart are lobbying fiercely aga-
inst any move that will greatly incre-
ase consumer prices, especially for

the cheap goods bought by low-inco-
me folk forming Trump’s core cons-
tituency. A long hard legislative batt-
le lies ahead for Trump.

None of this means he is power-
less. He has withdrawn from the
Trans-Pacific Partnership negotia-
ted by his predecessor Barack Oba-
ma, and sworn a shift to bilateral tra-
de deals. But that’s less than revolu-
tionary, since TPP had already been
nixed by US Congress last year. That
humiliated Obama, showing yet aga-
in how limited a president’s powers
are. Earlier, President Bill Clinton
painstakingly negotiated the Comp-
lete Test Ban Treaty (CRBT), but
then Congress said no.

Trump has vitiated the US atmosp-
here on race, religion and migration.
Yet that vitiation happened long ago,
and actually facilitated his election.
He is inconsistent, makes false or du-
bious charges, and ignores political
courtesies. But he was elected by vo-
ters aware of these many traits. Op-
ponents fear his new Supreme Court
appointments will make it right
wing. But all presidents are entitled
to choose judicial candidates.

In sum, Trump will indeed change
the US in various ways. But the US
Constitution ensures that presi-
dents are subject to major checks
and balances. That will limit what he
can do to minority rights, immi-
grants and internationalism.

Swaminathan S
Anklesaria Aiyar

Donald will take a fall
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Trump has vitiated the US atmosphere on race,
religion and migration. Yet that vitiation happened
long ago, and actually facilitated his election

ROGER SCRUTON

We human beings are animals,
governed by the laws of biolo-
gy. Our life and death are biolo-
gical processes, of a kind that
we witness in other animals
too. We have biological needs
and are influenced and const-
rained by genes with their own
reproductive imperative. And
this genetic imperative mani-
fests itself in our emotional li-
fe, in ways that remind us of
the body and its power over us.
For centuries poets and philo-
sophers have told stories abo-
ut erotic love — Plato leading
the way. These stories have en-
dowed the object of love with a
value, a mystery and a metap-
hysical distinction that seem
to place it outside the natural
order. And in these stories bio-
logy seems hardly to figure,
even though they are stories
that would make little sense
were it not for our condition as
reproductive animals, who ha-
ve established their niche by
sexual selection. We are terri-
torial creatures, just like chim-
panzees, wolves and tigers. We
claim our territory and fight
for it, and our genes, which re-
quire just such an exclusive
claim over habitat if their re-
plication is to be guaranteed,
depend upon our success. Yet
when we fight it is, as a rule, in
the name of some high ideal:
justice, liberation, national so-
vereignty, even God Himself.
Once again, it seems that we
are in the habit of telling our-
selves stories that make no re-
ference to the biological reali-
ties in which they are rooted.
The most noble of human at-
tributes also have their biolo-
gical underpinning — or so it
seems at least. 

From: On Human Nature

Natural
Instincts

Citings

Letters to the editor may be addressed to

editet@timesgroup.com

Sore Losers
Undermine EVMs
Apropos ‘Don’t Blame it on the
Voting Machines’ (Mar 6). It is
unfortunate that politicians
are fanning distrust in EVMs.
The EVM is a fail-safe method
to hold elections and has
almost completely eliminated
proxy voting and booth captu-
ring. The functional parame-
ters of EVMs have improved
over the years, and the addi-
tion of paper trail in the new
system serves to improve its
security. EVMs save tonnes of
paper required to print ballot
papers, drastically cuts down
on the time for counting,
leading to time saving for the
administration as well. We
need to accept that EVMs are a
good thing, not undermine it
simply because of political
expediency.

S KAMAT
Goa

Delhi Govt’s
Insensible Plan
Apropos ‘Property Tax: More
than a Revenue Font’ (Mar 28).
AAP’s promise to abolish
property tax in Delhi is ill-
advised. The party has not spelt
out the logic behind the move.
There is a lot of infrastructure
that local bodies need to ad-

minister, and
doing so
requires
funds. Why
should these
services be
provided free
of cost to

residential house owners? The
Election Commission must ask
political parties to explain how
they plan to finance such
populist proposals.

S KALYANASUNDARAM
Via Email

Decriminalise
Suicide
The Union government’s
decision to decriminalise
suicide makes sense. It is often
found that people without
societal support are pushed
towards taking a drastic step
like attempting to take one’s
own life. Punishing those who
fail in suicidal attempts effec-
tively deals a double blow. The
law should bring the tormen-
tors to book, provide timely,
adequate and accessible medi-
cal support and help that
would avert such untoward
incidents.

S RAMAKRISHNASAYEE
Ranipet, Tamil Nadu

Chat Room

SWAMISPEAK US President Donald Trump keeps getting tripped by checks & balances

Donald, and Daffy, Show
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Internet usage via mobile phones is among the highest in India, 
according to web analytics company StatCounter. In February, mobile 
Internet usage of Indians, as measured by StatCounter Global, reached 
79% compared to 49.7% worldwide. And, among G-20 nations, India is 
the No. 1 user of mobile Internet...

India: Net’s All Mobile

Susan Lendroth
Author

“Half is better 
than none 
unless it be 
of a wit.” 

Hello India, my name is 
Shakira. And I do love Agra!

A
P

*Rest is accounted for by PCs/tablets

G20 mobile usage
Percentage of Internet usage via mobile* (February 2017)
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Reliance JIO major 
reason for the 
acceleration in 
mobile net usage
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