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EDITORIAL

CARTOONSCAPE

I
ndia’s most populous State finally goes to the
polls today, beginning a seven-phase process
that starts from the western fringe of Uttar
Pradesh. In this first phase, 73 Assembly con-

stituencies in 15 districts of western Uttar Pradesh
will elect their legislators in what is clearly the
most diversely contested region of the State, the
only one in which all four parties/fronts, the Bhar-
atiya Janata Party, the Samajwadi Party-Congress,
the Bahujan Samaj Party and the Rashtriya Lok Dal,
fancy their chances. That they all see themselves to
be firmly in the hunt indicates the change in west-
ern U.P. since the 2014 general election when the
BJP registered its biggest margins of leads in As-
sembly segments. Then, riots in Muzafarnagar and
Shamli districts in 2013 had resulted in communal
polarisation in the BJP’s favour, supplementing the
Narendra Modi wave in the State: the BJP alliance
netted 73 of the total 80 Lok Sabha seats. But two
years is a long time in politics, and issues such as
the demonetisation, the performance of Chief Min-
ister Akhilesh Yadav, and BSP leader Mayawati’s re-
liance on a new samikaran (caste-religion arith-
metic) have all changed the nature of the campaign.

This time, reports suggest that many in the
landed peasantry among Jats are looking again at
the RLD, which till not long ago had been staring at
a political decline, as a viable choice. Despite a rel-
atively favourable monsoon and a better agrarian
harvest, farmers are now less well-disposed to-
wards the BJP following the demonetisation. The
BSP has struck a chord with its traditional support
base among Dalits and has fielded a large number
of Muslim candidates to consolidate support
among the minorities. The SP-Congress alliance
seeks to ride a wave of positive support for Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav after his combat with
party elders. The BJP has its task cut out to retain its
support here, with the efects of the demonetisa-
tion hurting traders too. But Mr. Modi’s appeal is
still strong, especially among the younger voters.
The party has tried to use dog-whistle politics —
talking of an “anti-Romeo campaign”, for example,
as a softer version of its earlier “love jihad” mobil-
isation — as a polarising tactic, but it is not clear if
that will pay of. A more sound strategy has been its
reliance on the non-Yadav Other Backward Classes
to take on the identity politics of the BSP and the SP.
All said, the political landscape in western U.P. re-
mains dynamic, making predictions risky. How-
ever, as in the past, the very specific issues of west-
ern U.P. may well influence the rest of the State.

As unpredictable 
as it gets

T
he passage of legislation by Israel that
would legalise nearly 4,000 Jewish settler
homes on private Palestinian lands in the
West Bank flies in the face of interna-

tional law and norms. That the vote comes weeks
after the UN Security Council demanded that Is-
rael stop all settlement activity in the Occupied
Territories, and an international conference atten-
ded by more than 70 countries urged both sides in
the conflict to resume talks, shows Israel’s disreg-
ard for international opinion and institutions. The
legislation allows the Israeli government to expro-
priate private Palestinian land if the land-owners
are unknown. If known, they will be compensated
in cash or kind. However, the legislation, which for
the first time since the annexation of East Jerus-
alem seeks to extend Israeli law to the West Bank,
can be overturned by the judiciary. Israel’s Attor-
ney-General has said he wouldn’t defend the bill in
the high court as it is “unconstitutional and violates
international law”. However, this is unlikely to stop
the ideology-driven settler movement and the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
from taking more Palestinian land. Since Israel oc-
cupied the West Bank and East Jerusalem five dec-
ades ago, about 140 settlements have been built in
Palestinian territories that house more than
600,000 Jews. Despite frequent international criti-
cism, successive governments have thrown their
weight behind the settlement lobby. Mr. Netan-
yahu, who is dependent on the right-wing coalition
parties for his government’s survival, has played
along. Last month, his government approved plans
for 2,500 new settler homes in the West Bank.

Israel still says it is committed to the two-state
solution. But how will the two-state solution stay
relevant if it continues to grab Palestinian land
where an independent Palestinian state is sup-
posed to come up? The Netanyahu government has
shown no particular interest in resuming negoti-
ations, while its right-wing allies are boasting of ex-
panding Israeli sovereignty to “Judea and Samaria”,
the biblical names for the West Bank. And now Is-
raeli authorities feel emboldened by the election of
Donald Trump as U.S. President. He has promised
to move the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerus-
alem, a disputed city, slammed the Obama adminis-
tration for not using its veto powers in the UNSC
over the settlement resolution in December 2016,
and even praised the controversial security wall Is-
rael has built through Palestinian lands. Mr. Netan-
yahu, facing pressure from coalition partners, may
be hoping to continue the status quo of occupation,
provided Mr. Trump ofers the protection to Tel
Aviv that he promised during the campaign. That
would make peace yet more distant in West Asia.

Israel’s continuing
land grab

Do animals have rights? If so, how are these
rights to be administered, and against whom
can they be enforced? If not, do human be-
ings nonetheless owe an obligation to treat
animals with care and compassion? Are any
of these responsibilities inalienable, and to
what extent can our Constitution be exten-
ded to include within its mandate a binding
duty to ensure the safety and security of an-
imals? 

Some of these questions are likely to be at
the core of the Supreme Court’s considera-
tion, when it hears arguments on the validity
of Tamil Nadu’s new law that permits the
practice of jallikattu in the State. Despite the
court’s judgment in 2014, in Animal Welfare
Board of India v A. Nagaraja, where it
struck down an earlier efort to legalise
jallikattu, its verdict on the fresh challenge is
anything but inevitable. The new law
presents distinct and complex constitu-
tional problems, and the questions it raises
don’t have easy answers. 

To overcome these hurdles, the Supreme
Court may well have to resort to making
substantial incursions into a law-making
role, at the potential cost of endangering its
proper place in India’s constitutional struc-
ture. But whichever way the decision goes, if
the present dispute shows us anything, it is
this: that the existing legal regime governing
animal welfare in India is woefully inad-
equate and too easily malleable to accord
animals even a reasonable guarantee of dig-
nity and respect. What we need today, there-
fore, is a more sustained and more intellec-
tually rigorous debate on how best to
improve the welfare of our animals.

Rukmini Arundale’s eforts

The movement in India for better animal
protection laws began soon after Independ-
ence. Influenced by the ideologies of the
Theosophical Society, the acclaimed dancer
Rukmini Devi Arundale, then a nominated
member of the Rajya Sabha, introduced a
private bill in 1952 that intended to replace
the existing colonial era statute of 1890. “Of
course, it is as well for us, absolutely right
for us, to consider the question of prevent-
ing any cruelty to animals, not only because
of the animals themselves but much more
so… because of the human beings involved
in it,” said Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru,
in response to her bill. “…I entirely
agree…that one test of civilisation — a very

major test — is the growth of this feeling and
practice of compassion.” 

Ultimately Nehru requested Arundale to
withdraw her bill, assuring her that his gov-
ernment would establish a committee to
study the subject thoroughly, promising to
introduce appropriate legislation at a future
date. However, in 1960, when the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act (PCA Act) was
enacted, some of the fundamental tenets of
Arundale’s bill were missing — for example,
the law created a blanket exception for ex-
periments conducted on animals with a
view to securing medical advancement. But
notwithstanding those misgivings, the PCA
Act, owing largely to Arundale, was still
ahead of its times, in that it was based on an
underlying belief that it was morally wrong
for humans to inflict unnecessary pain on
animals.

When, 15 years later, the Australian utilit-
arian philosopher Peter Singer first pub-
lished his seminal book, Animal Liberation,
generally considered the foundational work
behind the modern animal welfare move-
ment, his arguments were built on a similar

thesis: that basic principles of ethical beha-
viour called for an end to the causing of
avoidable sufering to animals. Singer ar-
gues against what he describes as species-
ism, or the idea that human animals, simply
by virtue of being human, possess a greater
claim over moral rights than non-human an-
imals do. Animals too, much like human be-
ings, can sufer and feel pain, and, therefore,
to treat humans as somehow special is akin,
he says, to making classifications based on,
say, race or sex. 

Singer’s arguments can be best under-
stood through an example he provides. “If I
give a horse a hard slap across its rump with
my open hand, the horse may start, but it
presumably feels little pain,” he writes in his
book. “…If I slap a baby in the same way,
however, the baby will cry and presumably
does feel pain, for its skin is more sensitive.
So it is worse to slap a baby than a horse, if
both slaps are administered with equal
force. But there must be some kind of
blow…that would cause the horse as much
pain as we cause a baby by slapping it with
our hand.” 

If it’s wrong to inflict that much pain on a
baby, Singer says, there’s simply no good
reason to inflict an equivalent amount of
pain on a horse. To consider otherwise is, in
his belief, to act as a speciesist. Now, his in-
terpretations have opponents at both ends
of the spectrum. At one extreme end are ar-
guments that treat animals as property, as
capable of being freely exploited by humans
for selfish purposes; at the other — and
these represent more compelling argu-
ments — are the writings of those such as
the American philosopher Tom Regan. In
his definitive 1983 book, The Case for An-
imal Rights, Regan argues that animals, at
least sentient ones, possess basic moral
rights, since they possess an inherent value,
much like humans. 

Therefore, a recognition of their rights re-
quires us to fundamentally change the way
we treat them. Some might view Regan’s ar-
guments as taking things a step too far. If we
were to see rights as concomitant with re-
sponsibilities, for instance, the question that
begs asking is this: how do we impose duties
on animals? 

This conflict, on the true nature of animal
rights, will likely be at the heart of the argu-
ments to be advanced by both those for and
against the new jallikattu law. Although the
Supreme Court, in A. Nagaraja, appeared to
suggest that animals possess a right to life,
much like that guaranteed to human beings
under Article 21 of the Constitution, the
primary reason for the court striking down
Tamil Nadu’s 2009 law regulating jallikattu

was because the statute was repugnant to
the PCA Act. 

State vs Centre

Under India’s constitutional structure,
both the Central and State governments can
make laws on animal cruelty, but if the lat-
ter’s statute is contrary to the former’s, such
an act must secure the President’s assent.
And this is precisely the approach adopted
by Tamil Nadu in enacting its law last
month. This statute, which secured the
President’s assent on January 31, amends the
PCA Act and creates a specific exception for
jallikattu. This means that the petitioners in
the Supreme Court have to do more than
just show that the PCA Act stands violated
by jallikattu; they would have to prove that
its practice infracts at least one of the funda-
mental rights guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion. 

This threshold ought to prove hard to
meet. The Constitution’s framers, after all,
never intended to guarantee to animals any
fundamental rights, and, what’s more, the
bare text of the document hardly permits
such a reading. To follow the path set in A.
Nagaraja would require, therefore, a gar-
gantuan leap in constitutional interpreta-
tion; it would necessitate a specific holding
that an animal is a legal person. 

Such a conclusion may be philosophically
justifiable. Indeed, some scholars such as
Steven Wise, an American lawyer, have
made precisely such an argument. In his
book, Rattling the Cage, Wise enlists a
whole list of artificial entities that are con-
sidered legal persons: corporations, ships,
partnerships, governments, and so forth. He
also points to Indian examples, including a
Supreme Court decision that held that the
holy book of the Sikhs, the Guru Granth
Sahib, was a juristic person, as too to the ex-
ample of Hindu idols that are considered
juristic entities. But if Wise’s argument were
to be extended to the level of constitutional
interpretation, were we to treat animals as
our equals under Article 14, for instance, the
anomalies that this would result in are
enormous: not only would this render the
jallikattu law unconstitutional, it would also
open a Pandora’s box where a whole host of
otherwise acceptable activities may come
under challenge. But, equally, were the court
to reject the petitioner’s argument, it would
only serve to highlight the hollowness of the
present animal welfare regime, where a
simple legislative amendment is suicient
to topple the core values that ought to un-
derpin a moral society, in which animals are
treated with care and compassion. 

Best practices elsewhere

The German example might provide us
with some solutions. In 2002, Germany
amended its Constitution to specifically
mandate the state to legislate and protect
animal rights within the framework of the
constitutional order. This has meant that the
federal constitutional court in Germany
now has to weigh the dignity of animals
against other liberties such as the right to
freely practise religion or the right to con-
duct of medical research. Therefore, now,
any legislative exception to animal rights —
whether this involves slaughtering for food,
or the use of animals for producing dairy —
would have to be narrowly tailored, ensur-
ing that animals’ welfare is protected to the
greatest extent possible. 

It’s clear that we need something similar
in India to make rights of animals more un-
assailable. For a long time, as Martha Nuss-
baum, an American philosopher, has ob-
served, the pursuit of global justice has
required the inclusion of many people that
were previously excluded as “fully equal
subjects of justice”: the poor, ethnic, reli-
gious and racial minorities, women, the dis-
abled, and immigrants, among others. There
is, as she says, no obvious reason why we
ought not to look beyond these barriers of
our own species. For to continue to subject
animals to the disdainful whims of human
behaviour is to ignore the basic entitlements
of justice.

Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate practising at the
Madras High Court.

Looking beyond our own species
Tamil Nadu’s new jallikattu law presents complex constitutional issues on how we treat animals. It raises
more questions than answers, some of which are likely to be at the core of the Supreme Court’s consideration 

The petitioners have to do more
than showing the PCA Act stands
violated by jallikattu; they will
have to prove that it infracts at
least one fundamental right 

SUHRITH

PARTHASARATHY

Afraid of helping

The inability to take the initiative
while in a crowd and its relation with
one’s education has an interesting
correlation (“The temptation to go
viral”, Feb.10). To put it crudely, the
more educated you are, the more out
of place you feel in a crowd,
especially in small towns, paralysing
your ability to take the initiative.
Filming a person’s or a living being’s
final moments seems heartless, but
it seems to be the trend, an example
being the case of a dying dolphin calf
where people were taking selfies
instead of putting it back in the
ocean.
In a way, videos have some value —
as evidence for the police. Therefore
they can be utilised by the police
who should also ensure that a Good
Samaritan is not harassed.
Felicitation of Good Samaritans by
the local police and NGOs can help
build confidence as well.

Arjun Gopal,
Bengaluru

Man has lost the human touch with
the advent of technology. It has
become fashionable to go on a
videoshooting spree unmindful of
the sufering an accident victim

experiences. Most people have lost
the sense of enjoying nature when
they visit a park or a garden as they
are so engrossed in taking
photographs. It is the same even
when we go to a place of worship.
Scores of people can be seen
engrossed taking selfies instead of
soaking in the spiritual ambience.
Though the government is doing a
lot to promote the Good Samaritan
law, people need to change the way
they think. In this, law enforcement
agencies need to lend a helping
hand. 

Duppali Rahul Yadav,
Mahbubnagar, Telangana

Even if someone is willing to take
the injured person to a hospital, the
time-consuming procedures
involved leave one exasperated.
Legislation alone cannot bring about
social change. The act will gain
acceptance if the authorities
complete formalities quickly instead
of using the situation as a medium to
exhibit their might over the ordinary
citizen.

Maria George,
Thrissur

One can still help an accident victim
even before an ambulance arrives.

You just have to keep ‘ABC’ in mind
— clear the airway, restore breathing
and restore proper circulation by
stopping bleeding. But before
starting ‘ABC’, the person must
check whether the victim has
sufered any neck or spine injury. We
must all be aware of the “Golden
Hour”, when the chances of saving a
person’s life are bright.

K.M.K. Murthy,
Secunderabad

Rights for Naga women 

Tribal women have been working
alongside men at home and outside.
To now try and deny them their
electoral right reflects the failure of
the State government (Editorial —
“Bowing down to patriarchy”,
Feb.10). Urban Local Bodies have
functioned smoothly without any
fuss. Rather than have civil society
or women rights groups demand
airmative action favouring women,
the State government should take it
upon itself to lead from the front. 

Shivam Dwivedi,
Lucknow

Reservation for women in Nagaland
is crucial for their empowerment
because there has been no woman

legislator in the State ever since
Nagaland attained Statehood in 1963.
Between 1969 and 2008, women have
hardly made a mark in politics due to
electoral vagaries. Crushing societal
prejudices and gender
discrimination against women,
therefore, assumes particular
significance in Nagaland.

Ganapathi Bhat,
Akola, Maharashtra

Civility in Parliament

Congressmen have mastered the art
of holding Parliament to ransom
many a time for frivolous reasons
(“Rumpus over PM’s raincoat jibe”,
Feb.10). The allusion the Prime
Minister made can be understood by
most people. In fact, Mr. Modi’s
comments are mild when compared
to the strong language the Congress
has used in the past. 

B.S. Jayaraman,
Coimbatore

Some readers (Letters, Feb.10) are
out of touch with reality. Anyone
who watches parliamentary sessions
which are telecast will have a fair
idea of the way in which members of
the Congress party conduct
themselves in Parliament. It is

ironical that the Congress party,
which has used strong language in
the past against the BJP and the
Prime Minister in Parliament — the
“dog” remark is one example — is
now upset after a mild jibe. Former
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh is
no doubt a distinguished politician
but he should have shed his stoic
silence when the UPA was
consumed by scandals.

S. Srinivasan,
Bengaluru

Pakistan’s ‘crackdown’

The arrest of Jamaat-ud-Dawa leader
Hafiz Saeed, while welcome, seems
to be a result of Pakistan’s
desperation to avoid sanctions being
imposed by the Trump
administration as well as “Chinese
pressure” to get their house in order
(“An eyewash or a turning point?”
Feb.10). There is enough on Hafiz
Saeed in the dossiers submitted by
India to convict him for the 26/11
attacks. It is in Pakistan’s interest to
incarcerate Hafiz Saeed as he is also
alleged to be involved in propagating
radical Islamism. At the moment, the
arrest appears to be an eyewash.

Akshay Viswanathan,
Thiruvananthapuram

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.
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Sacredspace
Stay Grounded

The people you choose 
to have around you make all

the difference. My family 
and close friends keep me

grounded. You have to have a
mind of your own and a strong

head on your shoulders. 

Virat Kohli

Question: In poll-bound UP what is an acronym? Answer: It’s
when a crony (Rahul) joins an A (Akhilesh) to oppose an M
(Modi).
As the curtain goes up on the assembly polls – which many

pundits believe will presage the outcome of the general election in
2019 – acronyms are buzzing like bluebottle flies in the state.

An acronym is a word formed by joining the initial letters 
of other words. So pseudonyms like NaMo and RaGa are 

abbreviations, or contractions, but not acronyms,
while SITA (Suppression of Immoral Traffic
Act) is a true acronym, as is Noida, not many of
whose residents may know that it stands for New

Okhla Industrial Area.
However, it speaks volumes of the moral and ethical health of the

nation that the chosen acronym of political acrimony is SCAM,
which in its non-acronymic form refers to a money-making swindle
and which has long dominated our political vocabulary.

NaMo started the SCAM ball rolling by kicking off with an 
interpretation of the word to represent Samajwadi, Congress, 
Akhilesh and Mayawati. Akhilesh was quick to riposte with his own
SCAM, which stood for Save Country (from) Amit (Shah and) Modi.

As a junior partner of the
SP-Congress poll alliance, 
Rahul was keen to show that he
too was a dab Hand at the game
and coined another version of
SCAM: Seva, Courage, Ability,
Modesty. However, he scored a
self-goal when the PM pointed
out it was news to him that a
SCAM by any other name 
could start with Seva, and 
bowled a googly with VIKAS:
Vidyut, Kanoon, And Sadak. 

However, the road map to
progress can have many a 

speed-breaker, as suggested by the sarkari scheme called BHIM,
which officially stands for Bharat Interface for Money, but which
sceptics might translate as Bahut Hangama India Mein, denoting
something full of sound and fury signifying nothing.

Indeed, while some voters might find such word-play diverting –
as in SCAM standing for Such Clever Acronym Making, which is
enough to make one LOL, or Laugh Out Loud – others might 
dismiss the whole tamasha as a SCAM of a totally different kind: 
Silly Clowning Angers Many.

Moreover, while politics does often make for strange bedfellows,
it might exceed the bounds of decorum if electioneering rhetoric
were to include CHINA (Come home, i need action), let alone the
even more explicit BURMA (Be undressed and ready, angel).

Such terms of endearment might prompt the public response of
a KISS. The conventional KISS reads out as Keep It Simple, Stupid,
but which in this case could become Keep it Sanitised, Sexy. 

Of Cronyism 
And Acronyism

UP-coming polls are stimulating
the verbal games people play

The most important programme of this government is
Clean India – not just of corruption, but of the muck and
filth that is taking over our rivers, our air and our cities. But
equally (and more) important is the agreement that this
‘cleaning’ up is not possible unless we can provide every 
Indian with toilets that work and toilets that are connected

to systems that will safely dispose human excreta, to prevent further 
pollution of our environment and create another source of bad health. 
This agenda is therefore, not just about building toilets but about building
sanitation systems that are affordable by all. Only when growth is affordable
and inclusive can it be sustainable.

But this is where the opportunity also lies in doing things differently. Till
now, the paradigm for urban sanitation has been costly. It has been based on the
idea that building toilets is enough to clean the country. But the excreta sums of
different cities, or what we call the city’s “shit-flow” diagram, shows that the
situation is grim. Today’s cities do not treat or safely dispose the bulk of human
excreta generated. 

This is because we often confuse toilets with sanitation. But the fact is
that toilets are mere receptacles to receive waste; when we flush or pour 
water, the waste flows into a piped drain, which could be either connected, or
not, to a sewage treatment plant (STP). This STP could be working, or not. 
In the majority of cases, human excreta (our household waste) is not safely
disposed but instead discharged, untreated into the nearest river, lake or a
drain.

But in all of this, there is an opportunity. Instead of waiting for the 
underground sewage network to be built, which is expensive, unaffordable
and, given the economics of municipalities, frankly unviable – there is another
route for excreta to flow. Today, a large share of Indian households with access
to sanitation are connected to septic tanks – 40% of urban India, according to
the Census 2011. In this case the household flush or pour latrine is connected to a
septic tank, which, if it is well constructed, will retain the sludge and discharge
the liquid through a soak pit. The faecal sludge can be emptied and conveyed for

treatment. 
The fact is that this sludge is 

nutrient-rich. Today, the global nitrogen
cycle is being destroyed because we take
human excreta, which is rich in nutrients,

and dispose it in water. In this case, we can return the human excreta back to
land, use it as fertiliser and reverse the sanitation cycle. The faecal sludge, after
treatment, can be given to farmers and used as organic compost. Or, it can 
be treated and mixed with other organic waste – like kitchen waste – and used
for biogas, or to manufacture fuel pellets or ethanol. 

And it is happening. 
Governments are beginning to realise that yesterday’s system can be re-

engineered to work for today and tomorrow. They now recognize the fact that
septic tanks are decentralised waste collection systems. Instead of thinking of
building an underground sewerage network – that is never built or never 
completed – it would be best to think of these systems as the future of urban
sanitation. After all, we have gone to mobile telephony without the landline. 
Individual septic tanks could be the way to achieve full sanitation solutions. 

So, cities’ sanitation plans are beginning to recognize that these systems exist
and plan to incorporate them for future improvements. The key is to provide
oversight to the building of these systems – the codes exist, but they need to be
implemented and structures certified. The most important factor is to provide
minimal regulation for the collection and transportation of faecal sludge 
businesses, so that waste is taken for treatment and not dumped somewhere.
And decentralized treatment facilities need to be created by municipalities 
so that the desludgers have a designated spot to decant in. 

This system of waste management is more affordable and sustainable. 
It provides employment in the business of cleaning waste. It provides 
sustainable solutions so that waste is not waste – it is a resource. This is our
win-win. Our future’s solution.

The writer is Director General, Centre for Science and Environment

Do It Differently

Sunita Narain

Toilets are not enough to achieve sanitation, 
India must reinvent the waste business

My, hasn’t he proven to
be a bull in a China shop.
A ban here, an order 
there. America has its
head spinning. But one
thing he hasn’t done is

revoke the US-Iran nuclear deal.
Maybe there is some method to his

madness. Iran shot off a couple of small
missiles, which made President Donald
Trump come down hard on it. But once
again, no rescinding the deal. What 
were the Iranians trying to do? Perhaps
testing how far he would go.

Despite being leaders of only about
13% of the world’s Muslims who are
Shia, Iran’s leadership has been able to
give the dominant Sunnis a run for their
money. The discovery of shale oil in
America allowed President Obama to
overturn over half-a-century of American
foreign policy – a tight embrace of Saudi
Arabia as well as Israel – for a clasp with
a country that still regards the US as the
Great Satan.

How the US smoked the peace pipe
with the Iranians while letting them sup-
port the Shia ruler of an overwhelmingly
Sunni nation to dispatch his people back
to the beginning of time is unfathomable.
Iran has roped in Russia for the pitiless
strikes, and therein lies the rub for
Trump. If he tears up the Iranian deal, will
he still be able to romance Putin?

Trump sees Islamic State as a clear
and distinct threat. He wants Russia to
help him knock out IS. IS is all Sunni. 
Not a single Shia has been suspected of
bombings in the US or Europe since 9/11.
In Trump's mind every Syrian refugee,
almost invariably Sunni, is a threat.

Trump has also to make nice with 
Israel. Jared Kushner, his son-in-law and
alter ego, is an orthodox Jew, who has,
wonder of wonders, been given charge of
Israeli-Palestinian relations. Guess who
he’s going to support? The Saudis have
proven to be reliable friends of the Israelis,
so they cannot be jettisoned either.

In this combustible mix of the US,
Iran, Israel and Saudi Arabia lies the 

future of the world’s oil. The current oil
price is $54 a barrel, double what it was a
year ago. Average price for 2016: $43. Will
prices keep rising, hold steady or fall?

The US Energy Administration
Agency claims that the country has 
proven shale oil reserves of about 20 
billion barrels, a figure dwarfed by 
Canadian and Venezuelan oil sands 
reserves of 350 billion barrels. With
Trump approving the Keystone pipeline,
expect 800,000 barrels of Canadian oil 
to gush daily through America in a few
years. America is awash in oil.

A huge fall in demand at the world’s
biggest consumer, the US, made the 
oil-producing cartel Opec's inventory
stack up. And up. Prices fell through the
floor. Saudi Arabia which has traditionally
called the shots at Opec pushed for a cut.
But increasingly Iran, and its ally Iraq,
wield more influence.

Finally each got what it was looking for.
Opec would reduce its output by 1.2 million

barrels a day by January 2017, with the 
Saudis cutting by half a million barrels to
10 million a day. Sanction-starved Iran 
pushed to increase its quota to 3.8 million a
day. Crude jumped to $50 a barrel.

China is an oil producing wannabe. It
has shale oil reserves equivalent to those
of the US, and has begun drilling for
them in earnest. There then seems to be

a glut of oil in the world. 
In case Trump lets the Iran deal be,

and with the world economy picking up
steadily, oil should hover around $60 a
barrel in 2017. If Trump does not honour
the deal, Iran could not be sanctioned,
and it would continue producing oil at
new levels. Once again, oil should stay
the same barring a cataclysmic event
such as an attack on Iran.

Would oil go lower than today in the
rest of 2017? Unlikely, because Keystone
won't kick in for a few years, and so too
Chinese oil. With production steady and
demand relatively so, expect oil not to dip.

What are the implications for India?
The EIA sent a considerable team to India
that estimated its shale oil resources at 4
billion barrels, and posted its methodology
on its web site. I have not seen any equiva-
lent Indian study. Hydraulic fracturing is a
complex process but easily learned. India
should forthwith tap its shale resources.

While oil prices remain relatively
low, the government must think about
deregulating the sector and letting 
wholesale prices be reflected at the
pump. Gouging oil for tax makes for easy
money. It also makes the government 
lazy in mopping up the right kind of money.
If we are a tax noncompliant society,
whose fault is it? Why isn’t tax collection
as foolproof as counting votes are? 

Finally, New Delhi has done a hash of
a job by abandoning old friends like 
Russia and failing to cultivate new ones
like America. All prime ministers want
to run foreign policy, but no prime 
minister since Nehru has wanted to 
own it like Modi. The minister for foreign
affairs has been reduced to being the 
minister for twitter affairs.

Construction magnates, builders, real
estate moguls have taken over a shell-
shocked Washington. With Trump, politics
is all about personal chemistry. Why not
send the external affairs minister to 
Washington as ambassador? She is quite
capable of striking a rapport with the
Trumpians. Easy access to American oil
and gas, as well as to discovery and drilling
knowhow, should top her agenda.

The writer is an energy expert

Where Are Oil Prices Headed?
The answer lies in a combustible mix of Mideast geopolitics and the advent of shale oil

Sunil Sharan

While oil prices remain
relatively low, the
government must think about
deregulating the sector and
letting wholesale prices be
reflected at the pump.
Gouging oil for tax makes the
government lazy in mopping
up the right kind of money

C S WOOLLEY, UK author

THE TIMES OF INDIA, MUMBAI
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 201720 AN EPIPHANY OF IDEAS

A thought for today

Aprayer is a submission. It is an
offering in humility and 
complete surrender, expressing

servitude and love. It is verily a whisper
from the soul. It reaches out like the
faith of a child who puts his hand into
that of his parent and wills to be led. A
prayer must ‘know’ the One Being
prayed to. In whose hands are we placing
ours? Whom do we trust to lead us?

Often our prayers and conversations
with the Divine are requests for 
something. Generally, our attention is
focussed on defining what we want
rather than in knowing the Recipient of
our prayers. This is akin to writing a
long letter knowing neither the receiver
nor his address.

More importantly, prayer has to be
woven with the fabric of faith. In short,
we need to know how to pray. And this
we learn through a beautiful, 

spontaneous outpouring of Guru Arjan
Dev, Tu ohakuru tuma pagi aradasi,
which forms the last part of the fourth
stanza of his famed composition, the
Sukhmani Sahib.

Ardas means prayer, or prarthana. It
is to connect with the Supreme. We pray
in order to achieve through that
Higher Power what we cannot
achieve by ourselves, the 
limited beings we imagine
ourselves to be.

Each of us is born with
certain abilities and also with
some limitations. We then
become bound by these 
self-imposed concepts – like the
thought, “I am the body.” Prayer
is the way to remove these
misconceptions and their hold
over us. It is the direct route to tap into
the Higher Power. 

When we forget the very source of all,
then ego, pride and arrogance come into

through ritual or chant, we prepare to
unite with Him in surrender. This
beautifully simple ardas constructs an
inner environment with the bricks of
prayer, gratitude and surrender, 
founded on the faith that He is the giver,
provider, parent, and that we need 
work only as instruments do, with
unconditional trust and devotion.

In the last line Guru Arjan Dev pays
homage to Guru Nanak Devji and to the
tradition of the Guru-parampara,
through which the disciple 
acknowledges his indebtedness to his
Guru and to the source of all wisdom –
none other than the Master (Tu ohakuru)
acknowledged in the first line.

Swami Swaroopananda, recently
appointed worldwide head of Chinmaya
Mission, will give discourses on 
Upadesh Sara and Meditation from
Guru Granth Sahib from Feb 13-18 at
Chinmaya Mission, 89 Lodi Road.

our lives and create a sense of separate-
ness. From the sense of separateness
arises a feeling of incompleteness, 
followed by desire and hatred; and from
hatred are born all our sorrows.

When we remember that everything
we have has come from the Divine, there

will be no ego. Where there is
no ego, there is no sorrow.
Even at moments of crisis, 
we should rejoice at all our
blessings. 

When we remember God
and offer our prayers from the
innermost depths of our hearts,
it is ardas. This is the best way to
express our love for God. In this
inspiring ardas, Guru Arjan Dev
shows us how to pray.

Tu ohakuru is a submission
that is done after worship and kirtan at
the Gurudwara. The moment of ardas is
also when we submit ourselves to the
Divine, when after the earlier worship

A Sikh Prayer, Offered With Humility
Swami Swaroopananda
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You can’t take over the world 
without a good acronym

just in jest!
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In what can be
described as a
diplomatic 
victory that
New Delhi can
quietly take 

some credit for, the African
Union (AU) last week re-
admitted Morocco into its fold.
It will be recalled that Morocco
was the only African country
that wasn’t part of AU. It had
chosen to withdraw from the
pan-African body in 1984 after
the latter had recognised the
Sahrawi Arab Democratic Re-
public (SADR) as a full member.
The SADR is the product of a
long-running separatist move-
ment regarding the territory of
the Moroccan Sahara – over
which Morocco exercises full
sovereign authority today. The
Moroccan Sahara was earlier a
Spanish colonial exclave – rest
of Morocco itself was under the
French till 1956. 

However, in 1975 the 
Moroccan Sahara was divided
between Morocco and Maurita-
nia under the Madrid Accords.
Mauritania latter relinquished
its claims to the territory in
1979. But since 1975, a separatist
group called the Polisario Front
– backed primarily by Algeria –
has carried out an armed
struggle for independence of

the Moroccan Sahara. In 1991, 
a ceasefire was brokered 
between Morocco and Polisario
allowing for the establishment
of the United Nations Mission
for the Referendum in Western
Sahara. 

But the terms of the referen-
dum were never fulfilled. In fact,
the Polisario Sahrawi camps in
Tindouf in western Algeria 
never permitted a proper census
of refugees. As things stand 
today, Morocco has offered a high
degree of autonomy to its Sahara
provinces as a solution to this

long festering issue. And to 
bolster its proposal, it has under-
taken a slew of development 
projects in the Sahara.

Despite all this, the Moroccan
Sahara-SADR issue has conti-
nued to weigh down AU as a co-
lonial baggage, preventing
African unity. It’s in this 
context that Morocco’s return

to AU needs to be seen. That 39
African nations voted in support
of Morocco’s return to the 
pan-African body shows the 
direction in which majority of
AU’s members want the organi-
sation to proceed. But interes-
tingly this process had actually
received a big push in India in
2015. The Third India-Africa 
Forum Summit held in New 
Delhi in October of that year saw
the Indian government invite 
all African nations, including
Morocco – SADR wasn’t invited
as India has suspended diplo-
matic recognition of this entity.

In fact, that Summit had 
seen an intense debate about
the inclusion of the term 
‘colonialism’ in the final draft of
the Delhi Declaration in view 
of the Moroccan Sahara-SADR

AU once again makes the African
institutional family whole 
and pushes the case for greater
continental cooperation. 

Second, Morocco’s return to
AU will only be an asset to the
pan-African body. Not only is
Morocco a top African economy,
it’s also at the forefront of
championing South-South 
cooperation in areas such as 
agriculture, education, health-
care, environment protection,
etc. Plus, Morocco has been
fighting the scourge of Islamist
extremism through intelligence
and security cooperation with
sister African nations and 
European partners. It even has
an ideological dimension to its
counter-terror efforts in the
form of a programme that trains
foreign imams in moderate 
Islamic tenets. 

Lastly, Africa needs to go 
beyond its colonial hangover 
and learn to stand on its own feet.
Hitherto Africa was only united
on paper. Hopefully, Morocco’s
return to AU will see Africa 
united in purpose and practice.
As far as India is concerned, 
Morocco’s return to AU gives
New Delhi a strong ally in Africa
– especially in Francophone
Africa – that is willing to open up
new opportunities for trade and
investments. That’s certainly a
big win for the Narendra Modi
government.

issue. But thanks to the interven-
tion of Indian interlocutors,
consensual language was 
found to Morocco’s satisfaction.
The Summit and Morocco’s 
participation in it set the ball
rolling for Morocco’s eventual
return to AU. 

This is welcome on several
fronts. First, Africa today has
all that is needed to emerge as
the next global growth hub –
abundant natural resources, a
growing middle class, and 
improving governance structu-
res. However, it continues to be
plagued by intra-continental
politics and legacy issues. 
These need to be set aside in 
favour of greater continental
unity to pool resources and 
boost intra-regional trade. In
that sense, Morocco’s return to

India in Africa: Morocco’s return to the African Union
is also a diplomatic victory for New Delhi

Rudroneel.Ghosh@ timesgroup.com

Africa today has all that
is needed to emerge as
the next global growth
hub – abundant natural
resources, a growing
middle class, and
improving governance
structures
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ACROSS

1 Social customs (5) 
4 Prohibition order (7)
8 Egyptian venomous 

snake (3)
9 Contemptuousness (9)
10 Conscientious (7)
11 Provoke with mockery (5) 
13 Sturdily built (6)
15 Thing of little importance (6)
18 Dim indication (5)

19 Breathing space (7) 
21 Within reach (9)
23Freeze (3)
24Give approval to (7)
25Cramped (5)

DOWN

1 Follow a winding 
course (7)

2 Trustworthy (9)
3 Formal (5)

4 Without difficulty (6)
5 Long pillow (7)
6 Manage (3)
7 Open to view (5)
12 Inexhaustible (9)
14 Alike (7)
16 Essential ingredient (7)
17 Suitable for tilling (6)
18 Serious (5)
20Cleared with a broom (5) 
22Assistance (3)

YESTERDAY’S
SOLUTION

Across

1 Touch-and-go,
8 Ozone, 9
Colonel, 10
Founder, 11
Tarot, 12 Hidden,
14 Advice, 17
Cobra, 19
Amnesia, 21
Failing, 22
Trade, 23
Generosity.

Down

2 Orotund, 3
Creed, 4 Accord,
5 Diluted, 6
Owner, 7 All the
same, 8 Off the
cuff, 13 Elation,
15 Instant, 16
Danger, 18
Being, 20 Notes.

Yesterday’s solution

quick crossword su  do  ku forecast

calendar

■ Shaka Samvat 1938

■ Magh Shaka 22

■ Magh Parvishte 29

■ Hijari 1438

■ Krishan Paksha Tithi 1, 

up to 5.05 am

■ Soubh Yog up to 10.23 pm

■ Ashley Nakshtra up to 

8.55 am

■ Moon enters Leo sign at 

8.05 am

■ Gandmool

February 11, 2017, Saturday

MEDIUM

Lahore, Sunday, February 11, 1917

First Examination in Law.

THE excellent practice of setting papers on alternate days which
the Punjab University adopted for some of the higher examina-
tions has deservedly become popular and requires to be extend-
ed as far as possible. The practice obtains in the Bachelor of Law
examination and there appears to be no reason why it should not
be extended to the First Examination in Law also. Both the exam-
inations are long and stiff and necessarily make a big demand on
the energy and mental resources of the students, and apart from
the mental strain involved constitute a test of physical
endurance. At all events judged from the standpoint the First
Examination in Law does not fall short of the LL.B. examination
to warrant any differentiation in treatment. If anything the for-
mer examination extends over a longer period, and more urgent-
ly requires the concession shown to the LL.B. candidates.

Burma and Self-Government.

AN Anglo-Indian contemporary is anxious to make out that Burma
does not believe in the "fetish of self-government." We may point
out that nobody believes that self-government is something to be
worshipped for itself: It is a means to an end which cannot other-
wise be reached. The United Kingdom and the Dominions, having
by their example established this truth, it is too late to advocate the
opposite theory for the benefit of Indians, including Burmans. It
appears that a certain Committee appointed by the Burma Govern-
ment recommended certain reforms in the composition of the
Local Legislative Council, raising the number of elected members
from 2 to 6 and of nominated non-officials from 8 to 12.

on this day... 100 years ago

Sunny Partly Cloudy Cloudy Rainy Foggy

CITY MAX MIN

Chandigarh 22 11

New Delhi 22 08
PUNJAB

Amritsar 21 06

Bathinda 22 08

Jalandhar 21 07

Ludhiana 21 07

Patiala 21 07
HARYANA

Ambala 22 07 18

Bhiwani 23 08

Hisar 23 08

Karnal 22 07

Sirsa 23 08
HIMACHAL PRADESH

Dharamsala 13 07

Manali 06 -01

Nahan 19 07

Shimla 12 01

Solan 16 04
JAMMU & KASHMIR

Jammu 21 09

Leh -07 -07

Srinagar 07 00

UTTARAKHAND

Dehradun 22 10

Mussoorie 09 -01

Nainital 10 01

SUNSET: SATURDAY 18:07  HRS

SUNRISE: SUNDAY 07:06 HRS
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Lt Gen (retd) Syed Ata Hasnain

A
NYONE who follows strategic
issues knows that much can
happen in geopolitical and
geo-strategic-related affairs

which defies rationale. Yet, one thing is
clear; nations do not act, engage or sup-
port each other unless there is an inher-
ent national interest involved. Seldom
do leaderships follow the norm of sup-
port based on emotive or historical link-
ages. A nation as pragmatic and nation-
alistic as China does not usually make
mistakes in this regard as far as the pur-
suit of national security strategy is con-
cerned. When it comes to China’s
denial of support to brand Masood
Azhar a UN-designated terrorist, this
rationale appears to fly in the face of the
Masood Azhar affair. 

A few facts, to glean the background
may be required. Following the attack
on the US embassies in Nairobi and
Darussalam by the Al-Qaida and other
associated groups, the Security Coun-
cil passed Resolution 1267 or 1267
Regime, in 1999. This Resolution pri-
marily looks at non-kinetic ways of
forcing entities, terror groups or their
leaders to be proscribed and pres-
surised with cooperation between
members of the UN. It requires una-
nimity of the Security Council to be
brought into effect against any of the
above. India has been attempting to
have Masood Azhar, the infamous JeM
chief proscribed under this but China
comes to Pakistan's support each time
in denying unanimous approval of the
UNSC which is mandatory. India has
criticised the UNSC decision, stating
that, “Its working methods, based on
the principles of unanimity and
anonymity, is leading the Committee to
adopt a selective approach to combat-
ing terrorism.” JeM was listed under
1267 Regime as far back as 2001 for its
links to the Al-Qaida but labelling
eludes Masood Azhar because of China
which is the only nation in the UNSC

which is preventing this. Is it in Chi-
na's national interest to do the above?
First and foremost, to put the question
differently, is anything in the interest
of India and not that of Pakistan auto-
matically in China’s national interest?
China's strategic academic community
does not think so because there has
emanated no strident defence of Chi-
na's stance except from the usual
media commentaries. The latest Global
Times of China states, “Chinese ana-
lysts said they believe India did not
provide enough evidence to support its
proposals, as evidence is required not
only because of the need to maintain
the UN's authority, but also because of
the complexities in the region”. This
stance can continue forever.

The conclusions should be obvious.

China considers its relationship with Pak-
istan deeply strategic. There have been
times China has tried to project a degree
of neutrality between India and Pakistan
in matters concerning even Jammu and
Kashmir. Since the last two years its
stance has hardened irrationally in
favour of Pakistan. Two things seem to
have dictated this. First, is the turn in the
Indo-US relationship, which progressive-
ly showed emergence of greater strategic
understanding and was perceived by Chi-
na as essentially aimed at it. The larger
narrative of India's outreach to Japan and
Vietnam also appears to have unnerved
China. Second is the indirect effect of the
New Great Game in Asia. 

It is not the China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) alone which is binding
China to Pakistan in a more determined

way. The CPEC is just a sub-arm of the
larger strategy of outreach by China to
go well beyond its borders in order to
sustain its growth rate. It is also
designed to help develop the backward
regions within its territories, including
the troubled region of Xinjiang. 

In the South-East Asian and East-Asia
region in order to have a control over the
ocean disputes, China has reached out to
Philippines, Laos and Cambodia. It also
has the presence of North Korea as a foil
should things not go as per plan. In its
strategy towards its western boundaries
it is Russia who it needs and the relation-
ship has strengthened considerably. Oil
and gas from Russia, Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan are reasonably guaran-
teed but insufficient to meet its vora-
cious needs.  Almost 80 per cent of its
energy needs are still supplied through
the sea lines of communication (SLsOC)
which are vulnerable in the event of larg-
er conflict. The only country which can
facilitate both, outreach for trade and
transportation of energy needs through
the continental routes is Pakistan. This
realisation has struck a deeper chord in
China over the last two years as the US
moved closer to its pivot and rebalancing
strategy under former President Obama.
Donald Trump's approach is still con-
fused and unclear. He does not yet know
how he will deal with China. He wishes to
be aggressive on the South China Sea
dispute and does not wish to leave
Afghanistan to the control of Pakistan
and the ISI to work with the Taliban and
the Haqqanis. So the US may well mar-
ginally enhance its presence in
Afghanistan. That is not good news for
China that wants its strategy of the trade
corridors to be without potential of con-
flict and opposition. 

So, Pakistan's strategic importance
goes up several notches. As it is, even
the casual eye can gauge that without
any other factor; just its geographic
location is God's greatest gift to Pak-
istan. It controls access to the ocean and
reverse access to the heart of Asia. It

provides the US its only viable logistics
route to Afghanistan. China's future
development of the western peripheral
regions is dependent on the develop-
ment of the trade corridors through the
zone of the New Great Game. In the lat-
ter, it is not infrastructure alone but the
potential of ideology being infused as a
weapon here. The entire New Great
Game, which is all about extension of
influence to facilitate trade corridors,
can be hamstrung by the infusion of
Islamic radicalism. The infrastructure
will remain unsafe and millions of dol-
lars worth of security systems will have
to be deployed to safeguard it. Pak-
istan's reputation as the core centre of
radical Islam precedes it each time. 

Through the 1980s, the US and Saudi
Arabia defeated the former Soviet
Union with the assistance of Pakistan
and its ISI. It has tied down India con-
siderably in the state of Jammu and
Kashmir and potentially it holds the
key to the security of the corridors in
the New Great Game zone. All this is
through the networks it controls. The
extent to which friendly terrorists can
assist Pakistan in its future strategy has
been insufficiently realised by India. 

China has the full measure of appreci-
ation of what Pakistan can and cannot
do. The investment in Masood Azhar is
not for any love for the ISI's favorite ter-
rorist leader but due to sheer prudence
about the insurance China needs for the
$46 billion and much more that will
eventually be sunk into these projects.

India's diplomatic efforts may not yet
succeed in this sphere but there is no
option but to continue these as China is
isolated in the UNSC and Pakistan too
is feeling the heat. Sometimes narrow
diplomatic defeats can actually be con-
verted to eventual victories. That is,
only if you understand the nuances.

The writer is a former GOC of the

Srinagar-based 15 Corps. He is now

associated with the Vivekanand

International Foundation.

China has
prevented JeM
chief Masood
Azhar from
being on the
proscribed UN
list. This is not
out of any love
for the ISI's
favourite
terrorist leader.
It is more about
the insurance
China needs for
its $46-billion
investment in
projects in Pak.
China wants its
strategy of the
trade corridors
to be without
potential of
conflict.

The Bombay High
Court ordered the
makers of the film
Jolly LLB 2 to
delete a few
scenes which
apparently
ridicule the legal
fraternity. How
can a piece of
cinematic fiction
be defamatory in
nature, that too
not of one
particular person
but of an entire
profession?

Why does China bat for Masood Azhar?

Salil Desai

J
UST as one was lamenting the trend of
vigilante groups attacking creative free-
dom through physical coercion, like the
Karni Sena displayed against film-mak-

er Sanjay Leela Bhansali last month,
another alarming instance of infringing
upon artistic liberty has reared its head.

In what can only be termed as a perplex-
ing development, the Bombay High Court
ordered the makers of the film Jolly LLB 2,

to delete four shots/scenes, which apparent-
ly ridicule the legal fraternity and show
lawyers and courts in unflattering light.
The film-makers, who had moved the
Supreme Court against the Bombay High
Court order withdrew their appeal and
agreed to the cuts in order to ensure that the
film is released on February 10, as sched-
uled. What is astonishing is that the Bom-
bay High Court firstly agreed to entertain
a plea by a Nanded-based advocate against
the film, claiming that Jolly LLB 2 por-
trayed the Indian legal system adversely.
The court set up a three-member commit-
tee to review the film, even after it had
received the CBFC certificate. Based on
the recommendations of this Committee,
ordered the film-makers to delete the four
shots/scenes perceived as offensive
towards lawyers and courts. The most omi-

nous concern is that is India now going to
permit just about anyone to become a
super censor — using legal or extra-legal
means? By this logic, what is to now stop
other professions, groupings or communi-
ties from claiming that a film or a book or
any piece of art portrays them negatively?
Doctors, policemen, politicians, chartered
accountants, government servants, wait-
ers, vegetable vendors, shop-keepers, jour-
nalists, bar-dancers, eunuchs, teachers,
drivers, corporate executives, spiritual
gurus, take your pick. Which film does not
have characters, scenes, situations that
don't ridicule or attach negativity to a pro-

fession? In2009, the barber and hairdressers'
community led by the Salon and Beauty Par-
lours Association protested against a Shah
Rukh Khan-Irrfan Khan starrer, forcing the
producers to change the title of the movie
from Billu Barber to Billu, apparently
because they found the reference objection-
able. The matter was mutually settled
between the film-makers and the association,
without the use of any violence or the legal
route. The precedent set was clearly wrong
but it did not have the force of the law behind
it. The Jolly LLB 2 matter, however, has now
created a legal precedent, and might have
legitimised the pursuit of such frivolous

objections.  Scenes/shots that have been
ordered to be removed: a) Shots from a
scene in which a judge, played by actor
Saurabh Shukla, ducks and crouches
behind his chair. b) Shots from a scene
where a shoe is actually thrown at the judge
c) Shots in a scene in which a lawyer signals
his client to throw a shoe at the judge and
d) Modification of dialogues during an
argument in court which are satirically
derogatory towards lawyers. Which of these
scenes or shots are so derogatory that they
should invite charges of contempt of court
or of undermining the majesty of the law or
judiciary? Given that the film is a fictional
story, why should it not have complete liber-
ty in the kind of scenes, characters and dia-
logues it chooses to depict, so long as it is
within guidelines of the CBFC, the official
body to oversee film certification?  Since the
overall tone of the film seems to be comic (if
the trailers and the prequel, Jolly LLB are
anything to go by), why should lawyers be
thin-skinned and object to humorous depic-
tions of members of their tribe? If it is a film
with realistic overtones, why should they
claim exemption from negative portrayal of
lawyers and judiciary, if that is the demand
of the story? Are courtrooms and the law
completely free of black sheep, miscarriage
of justice and extraordinary incidents or sit-
uations? Why should a mere entertainer be

considered as lowering the dignity of the
profession and legal systems, when we read
of several true-life cases in which the courts
and lawyers have not exactly covered them-
selves with glory? Why should it be treated
as a profession that is any different from
other respectable occupations or exalt its
status that it needs to be protected from
assaults of popular fiction?

The courts, which have hitherto played
a sterling role in protecting creative free-
dom,  in a single stroke might have made
the creative fraternity vulnerable to
harassment by an over-sensitive person
offended by a perceived slight. If the
grounds of dishonour to any profession
are sustainable legally, we could be look-
ing at sniper attacks on artistic liberty like
never before. The legal fraternity should
take a lesson from two most-reviled pro-
fessions — politicians and policemen.
Indeed corrupt netas and bad cops are
mercilessly lampooned. Yet, very rarely
do you hear members of these two profes-
sions targeting film-makers legally, claim-
ing defamation. Today, when even the
need of contempt laws is being debated, it
is ironical that a fictional film has been
forced to cut scenes to appease lawyers.
Surely, contempt of creativity.

The writer is a Pune-based film-maker

Jolly LLB 2: Cuts and contempt of creativity

PLAYING THE GREAT GAME: Chinese President Xi Jinping (L) with Pakistan’s Prime

Minister Nawaz Sharif in Islamabad in 2016. Xi launched projects worth $46 billion. This

exceeds US spending in Pakistan. (Top right) JeM chief, Masood Azhar. REUTERS

NOT A JOLLY GOOD FELLOW: Akshay Kumar at an event to promote the film Jolly LLB 2,

which has been dubbed as being derogatory to the judiciary and the legal community. AFP

The only country which
can facilitate both,
outreach for trade and
transportation of energy
needs through the
continental routes is
Pakistan. This
realisation has struck a
deeper chord in China
over the last two years. 
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After running the gauntlet on demonetisation, the government may be
about to start on another major — no less contentious — gambit: To
change the country’s laws governing industrial labour. For nearly three
years now, one of the primary criticisms directed at the Modi govern-

ment has been its failure to address this issue, presented by critics as an important
reason for manufacturing activity not taking off as hoped. That criticism is about
to be blunted, though it is uncertain whether the proposals will get through the
Rajya Sabha, where BJP and its allies are still in a minority.

It would be a pity if Parliament does not give its imprimatur, because the 
proposed changes are what the doctor ordered: 

Offering flexibility in operations to the smaller companies, better compensa-
tion for the retrenched, a more representative character for trade unions, and a new
framework for minimum wages. The proposals have been in the works for the best
part of two years, and found brief mention in Arun Jaitley’s Budget speech this year.
But the Congress has already declared its opposition. We should be prepared for a
parliamentary battle in which regional parties might become the swing factor.

If the new laws (compressing 44 existing enactments into four broad “codes”
on wages, social security, safety regulations and trade unions) do go through, they
will come on top of the changes introduced last year for greater flexibility in the
working of the textile and garment sectors, and the amendment of the law on
apprentices. This last has put in place a blueprint for the study-cum-work arrange-
ment of the kind that has worked elsewhere: Workers earn while they learn, and
the training is linked to the prospect of real employment. This is designed to give
a new thrust to the skilling programme, and (it is hoped) increase dramatically the
number of apprentices in the system. Among other things, it offers better pay to
those who join companies as apprentices.

One proposal that is bound to attract flak was first proposed by Yashwant Sinha
in a Budget speech nearly two decades ago: To allow units employing 300 work-
ers (against 100 at present) to shut down operations without having to seek gov-
ernment permission. If approved, this would take the vast majority of companies
out of the framework of a ridiculous law that probably has no parallel in any oth-
er country. The flip side is also something that was first proposed in the 1990s: Those
who get retrenched should get 45 days’ wages for every year worked (instead of 
15 days currently). Retrenchment becomes easier but much more expensive; so 
companies will not resort to it lightly.

Other liberalisations proposed include raising the qualifying floor in similar
fashion for the application of the Factories Act, for coverage under the law on con-
tractual labour, for the formation of trade unions, and the like. In essence, small-
er units will be offered a freer labour market. The logic is that the binary division
of the labour market into organised and unorganised segments (with tight rules for
the first and none in the second) would give way to more fuzzy categorisations that
enable easier transitions. The hope must be that this will change today’s situation
where 90 per cent of the non-agricultural workforce is in the unorganised sector
(defined as having fewer than 10 workers in a unit), in which productivity and, 
therefore, wages tend to be low.

If this belated but welcome reform measure is not to go the way of the Modi
government’s initial effort to undo the land acquisition law that the Manmohan
Singh government had got enacted in its last leg, Mr Modi’s team will have to pre-
pare the ground carefully and not tackle Parliament in its usual, take-no-prison-
ers style. In the end, it will be a test of whether the prime minister knows how to
reach out for support across the floor.

WEEKEND RUMINATIONS
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Next battle: Labour reform

EYE CULTURE
SHUMA RAHA

W hen Winston Churchill wrote
the six-volume History of the
Second World War, published

between 1948 and 1954, he was probably
playing out a saying which is often attrib-
uted to him — “History is written by the
victors”. He got the Nobel Prize in literature
for that work. And for many years, it was
unquestioningly accepted as the most
definitive history of World War II, one
where Churchill, Britain’s great wartime
prime minister, played a pivotal role. If
there were inaccuracies and facts glossed
over, it was not until decades later that
researchers began to point them out.
Britain and its allies had won the war and
Churchill’s narrative was a winsome 
affirmation of that.

But Churchill is so last century. He
merely tweaked a few facts here and there.
Look at the powers-that-be in India today
— they are far more intrepid, far more
insouciant in their attempts to deliver the
history of their choice. Facts and historical
evidence be damned.

The latest effort in this regard is almost
farcical in its audaciousness. According to
a report in The Indian Express, Rajasthan
is considering rewriting history text books
at the university level because it wants to
depict Rana Pratap, the heroic Rajput king
of Mewar, as having won the battle of
Haldighati against the forces of Mughal
emperor Akbar.

This is pure fiction, of course.
Historical records are unambiguous: Rana
Pratap, who refused to submit to Akbar,
lost the battle of Haldighati in 1576 at the
hands of the Mughal army led by another
Rajput royal, Man Singh. Even the most
exaggerated legends about Rana Pratap’s
valour do not narrate a victory for him in
this battle. 

Evidently, the BJP government of
Rajasthan doesn’t let such minor incon-
veniences as facts come in the way of its
grand purpose of glorifying its cultural
icons. Evidently, it is not enough to cele-
brate Rana Pratap as a hero — he must be
recast as a victor, a Hindu king who van-
quished a Muslim ruler. He must be
redrawn to fit the narrative of right-wing
nationalism, which wants to overturn the
fact that at a certain period in history a
large part of the landmass that became
“India” was ruled by Muslims. 

But why blame the Rajasthan govern-
ment for its brazen attempt to stand his-
tory on its head? After all, an imaginative
retelling of past events has become the
hallmark of our post-truth world. US
President Donald Trump’s advisor
Kellyanne Conway described as “alterna-
tive facts” the White House’s assertion that
the crowds at his inauguration were the
biggest ever. (They were not). Recently,

she referred to a terror attack at Bowling
Green, Kentucky, that never happened. Mr
Trump himself is famous for his disregard
for truth. Our very own finance minister,
Arun Jaitley, said this week that there was
no shortage of cash at any point in the
aftermath of the currency ban. 

What about those who spent hours —
and the 100-odd people who died — queu-
ing up before banks and ATMs to with-
draw some cash? The minister did not go
there, but they were clearly inhabiting an
“alternative” universe. 

Of course, politicians have always dealt
in lies and propaganda. But the scale of
the propaganda and the impunity with
which it is being unleashed now is stun-
ning. Today, whoever commands the bul-
ly pulpit gets the biggest shot at manipu-
lating facts and megaphoning them until
the lies settle in as the truth.

But to be fair to the Rajasthan gov-
ernment, it has been in the business of
distorting history long before such
phrases as “post-truth” and “alternative
facts” became fashionable. Last year,
social science text books for Class VIII
students of schools under the Rajasthan
Board of Secondary Education omitted
references to Jawaharlal Nehru’s contri-
bution to the freedom struggle and his
role as India’s first prime minister after
Independence.

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), BJP’s ideological fountainhead,
makes no secret of its antipathy towards
Nehru — the secular, liberal leader who
was the architect of modern India.
Moreover, the remaking of history has long
been part of RSS’ nationalist agenda, which
wants to indoctrinate the youth in the idea
of India as a glorious monolithic culture. A
culture that is perhaps more rooted in
myths than facts. A culture that believes
that our legends are sacrosanct and anyone
who dares to deviate from them runs the
risk of getting thrashed. As filmmaker
Sanjay Leela Bhansali was recently
because it was rumoured that he planned
to shoot a love scene between Rani
Padmini of Chittor and Sultan Alauddin
Khilji in his film Padmavati.

No doubt the Rajasthan government’s
latest stab at altering history will evoke the
usual hand-wringing by left liberals. It will
give rise to the usual cry that education is
being “saffronised”. But I am optimistic.
India is too vast and too diverse for a
sweeping overhaul of its history. Its youth
are too invested in the future to worry too
much about the past.

The denial of history — getting a kick
out of portraying a Rana Pratap as a winner
or a Nehru as a non-entity — will always be
the preoccupation of sad old ideologues
and their followers on the fringe.

Every week, Eye Culture features writers with
an entertaining critical take on art, music,
dance, film and sport
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Most parents’ number one
priority is to give their
kids the best possible

chance in life. A basic ‘three Rs’
education — reading, ’riting, and
’rithmatic — is a ticket upward
from misery; a reasonable educa-
tion is a chance to make it to the
middle class dream; and an excel-
lent education can turn the world
into your oyster. The street-smart
and the gifted might still make it
with a poor education or none at
all. Some of the privileged are
born having made it. But for the
average kid, the classroom is
where temperament, talent and

skill are honed into greater
empowerment. Educated chil-
dren make a better citizenry, and
a better workforce. It’s what you
might call a no-brainer.

As a nation, we’ve constitu-
tionally guaranteed our children’s
right to an education — but that’s
about it. One of our most unfor-
tunate national traits is to adore a
few visible successes, and ignore
the unglamorous need to improve
the fundamentals. That’s how you
get expensive marble on the floor
but seepage from the ceiling;
sports cars crawling their way
between potholes; Digital India
before adequate electricity or
internet access. It is why we have
only handfuls of amazing alumni
from a handful of rigorous insti-
tutions, and thousands of free
schools incapable of teaching a
basic standard. 

We’ve spent so long priding
ourselves on star institutions that
we’ve forgotten to fear for the mil-
lions of unremarkable children,
who attend thousands of RTE-
mandated schools that are no
more than a couple of rooms,
where teachers either don’t show

up, or faithfully replicate unjust
societal structures and behav-
iours in their classrooms, privi-
leging higher-caste children,
imposing gender injustices, and
in the best case, not deviating
beyond a dubious syllabus. 

Schools and universities,
which should be spaces of learn-
ing and questioning, are increas-
ingly becoming political battle-
grounds, fought by the likes of
Rajasthan’s School Education
Minister, Vasudev Devnani, who
last year denied that the govern-
ment had anything to do with the
excision of Jawaharlal Nehru,
and Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi’s assassination by
Nathuram Godse, in the social
science textbook — but who also
said clearly that the state was
redesigning textbooks to make
sure they didn’t produce any
more Kanhaiya Kumars. 

It is the same Mr Devnani,
along with former Higher
Education Minister Kali Charan
Saraf and Urban Development
and Housing Minister Rajpal
Singh Shekhawat, who today is
backing a proposal to redesign a
university syllabus with what the
world now mockingly calls “alter-
native facts”. In this case, they
wish to re-imagine the Battle of

Haldighati between Akbar (in
Rajasthan, they’ve dropped ‘the
Great’ from the books) and Rana
Pratap, so that Rana Pratap wins.
That’s not academia, it’s political
brainwashing. In a fine example of
everything that is wrong with the
RSS-BJP educational orientation,
Mr Saraf was quoted as saying: “A
distorted version of history has
been taught to generations of stu-
dents. But the fact is that Akbar
was a foreign invader and
Maharana Pratap was a brave,
patriotic ruler. And if there is a
proposal to correct this mistake
and tell students that Maharana
Pratap actually won the battle,
then what is wrong with it?”

There is no shortage of educa-
tional ugliness. A recent environ-
mental studies textbook tells kids
to enclose a kitten in an unventi-
lated box, and contemplate, from
its eventual death, the value of
oxygen. What kind of cruel moron
thinks this up, and what kind of
profiteering moron publishes it?
In a Maharashtrian social sciences
textbook, a bridegroom can ask
for more dowry if the bride is ugly
or handicapped. It makes you
hold your head in your hands. 

We have not managed to com-
mit ourselves to integrity in edu-
cation — to getting the best edu-

cators, to sticking to fact, ques-
tioning, evaluating things hon-
estly, and encouraging critical
thinking and fearless expression.
We have not taught children their
rights and responsibilities, nor
life skills. We impose loyalty on
our citizens by diktat — in adult-
hood as well as in childhood —
instead of earning it. The bottom
line is that if you neglect the rot at
the base, it eventually vitiates the
top. A country that gives its his-
tory into the custody of politi-
cians, and gets unqualified peo-
ple to teach its children, is
skidding down a slippery slope,
fast. Politics will always try to dis-
credit reason for its own ends; cit-
izens have to be able to call that
out. The alternative is a creeping
stupidification, and creeping
authoritarianism.

That we think of teaching as a
kind of lame, last resort, part-
timer’s profession that needn’t
be paid much, will probably be
our downfall. We should be treat-
ing our educators like VIPs — giv-
ing them the best training, and
the best incentives to take their
service to the remotest corners
of India. That would actually
change the face of the country
for the better. But there’s that
creeping stupidification.

F for effort

Last May, not long before she
disappeared from the pub-
lic view, J Jayalalithaa

fought her last election as sitting
MLA from R K Nagar in north
Chennai. She didn’t campaign but
swept in unopposed. R K Nagar is
a proletarian, lower middle area
but why is this nondescript neigh-
bourhood so important? 

Because it is the only vacant
MLA seat in Tamil Nadu’s 234-
seat legislature. Can V K Sasikala,
pretender to Amma’s throne, fill
that seat? 

The plain answer is “No”. The
R K Nagar by-election is immi-
nent but Ms Sasikala is so deeply

detested in Chennai that she
knows she will be thrashed. Each
time her posters come up in the
city they are ripped apart. The tale
of tattered posters, in a nutshell,
encapsulates the political crisis in
Tamil Nadu, a succession battle
so gripping that it has put every
other story, including the ongo-
ing state elections, in the shade. 

Ms Sasikala’s bid to become
chief minister is a case of political
inheritance so odd as to be almost
without precedent. She is neither
a dynastic nor a designated suc-
cessor; she has never fought an
election; she’s played no official
role in party affairs till her sud-
den elevation as AIADMK chief
after Jayalalithaa’s death on
December 5. Her sole claim to
political power is that she alleged-
ly holds the keys to Amma’s vast
treasure chest, a fortune she
helped amass over the years. This
may buy her most of AIADMK’s
135 MLAs but it wins her no pop-
ular support. If she was to legit-
imise her position, she would have
to find a some safe Thevar-domi-
nated constituency. Andipatti
near Madurai is being mentioned

as one such option.
How a 60-year-old former

video parlour owner from
Cuddalore emerged from the
inner recesses of Poes Garden to
stake her claim as chief minister is
a saga stranger than any fiction.

Ms Sasikala has conveniently
dropped her husband 
M Natarajan’s name, though, as
befitting a respectable “Chinam-
ma” (which translates as mausi or
mother’s younger sister) she still
sports a diamond-studded thali
or mangal sutra. But it is to Mr
Natarajan that she originally owes
her ascent to power. 

In the early 1980s, employed as
a government PR, he requested
his boss, Chandralekha, the dis-
trict collector in South Arcot, to
introduce his wife to Jayalalithaa,
then a rising political star. Ms
Natarajan (as she was then
known) ran a small videography
shop, hiring camera crews to film
weddings and other functions. Ms
Sasikala made a flattering video
on Jayalalithaa’s appointment as
AIADMK propaganda secretary,
following up with another glow-
ing portrait when she entered

Parliament as a Rajya Sabha
member. 

From those modest profes-
sional encounters began a friend-
ship between the two women, a
relationship so close that in time
Ms Sasikala came to run not mere-
ly Jayalalithaa’s house but over-
see her business affairs.
(Chandralekha’s introductory
favour was not returned — the IAS
officer-turned-politician was the
victim of an acid attack in 1992.)
There is an unusual photograph
on the internet that sums up
Jayalalithaa and Ms Sasikala’s
mutual well-being and wealth —
the two women are dressed as
brides, draped in matching rich
red-and-gold saris, and covered
head to toe in gold ornaments.

There have been only a couple
of nasty blips in this long-standing
association: In 2011, Ms Sasikala
and her relatives, who formed a
cordon sanitaire around the chief
minister, were expelled from the
party and Ms Sasikala evicted
from the house. The reason for
this expulsion hardly stretch the
imagination. Among those dis-
owned was V N Sudhakaran,
Jayalalithaa’s “foster son” (in fact
Ms Sasikala’s nephew), whose fab-
ulously expensive wedding host-
ed by the two women had some

years ago brought Chennai to a
standstill. Swiftly distancing her-
self from her kin, Ms Sasikala,
however, was back in favour with-
in months and safely home.

Among her first actions after
the chief minister’s demise was
to conduct a purge of officials
such as Sheela Balakrishnan,
Santha Sheela Nair and 
K N Venkataramanan, consid-
ered close to Jayalalithaa. From
there to ordering party MLAs to
pledge allegiance to her promo-
tion as chief minister was but a
short step. 

O Panneerselvam’s challenge,
after his deep communion with
Jayalalithaa’s departed spirit at
her Marina Beach memorial,
must have come as rude sur-
prise. Like her, he belongs to the
Thevar community and could
rob some of her political base.
But unless the Supreme Court
puts her back in jail for her ill-
begotten riches, Ms Sasikala’s
rise to the top heralds a new kind
of ideology-free transactional
politics. It shows the way to oth-
er political heirs: All that mat-
ters is financial muscle and
enough rented hotel rooms to
lock up your MLAs in. Public
support is as dispensable as torn
posters blowing in the wind.

A tale of tattered posters Remaking history
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T he Anna movement began nearly six years
ago with an anti-politician war cry. All that
was wrong with the Indian society, polity,

economy and society was blamed on
our politics and leaders. The word
“neta” became a pejorative. He may
not wish to be reminded of it now,
but bestselling writer Chetan Bhagat
coined the leitmotif of the move-
ment: Mera neta chor hai (my politi-
cian is a thief). The anti-corruption
movement soon evolved into a kind
of middle-crust, urban professional
revolt against the “rotten” political
class and system.

A good example of its appeal cut-
ting across ideological lines was that
we saw well-known RSS people and
sympathisers and established Left-
liberals — from Baba Ramdev to General V K Singh
and Kiran Bedi to Prashant Bhushan, Shabana Azmi,
Om Puri and Aamir Khan — turn out to support the
movement. Anna Hazare and his storm troopers,
led by Arvind Kejriwal, rode the same angry band-
wagon. Electoral process was for the corrupt, people
voted for a bottle of liquor or ~500, Parliament was a
chamber of rapists and thieves. Power had to be
devolved, the system turned inside out. Nothing
short of a revolution was now needed.

While Mr Hazare pretended to be Gandhi, and
was hailed as such by fawning activists, sundry social-
ists and TV anchors. He also borrowed Gandhi’s
weapon: Fasting. But iconography he leaned on was-
n’t Gandhian. It was, in some ways, un-Gandhian:
Bhagat Singh, Subhash Chandra Bose, even
Maharana Pratap and, in some striking moments
from more contemporary Bollywood: Mr Hazare
stretching his arms out at the Ramlila Maidan and
chanting Dilip Kumar’s line from the film Karma, “Dil
diya hai jaan bhi denge, ai watan tere liye”; or Kiran
Bedi, while being taken away in a police bus after
courting arrest shouting at the TV cameras: “Ab
tumhare hawale watan saathiyo”. I am not sure if

she was echoing Kaifi Azmi’s line from the old,
immortal classic Haqeeqat (more like her vintage) or
the more contemporary rubbish starring Amitabh

Bachchan, Akshay Kumar, and
Bobby Deol. The message was, a rev-
olution was on to change the “sys-
tem”, and least of all for political
power through it.

Now Mr Hazare himself is back
where he was, fighting his

imaginary demons in the distant
isolation of Ralegan Siddhi and
occasionally headline-hunting by
praising the odd actions of the
prime minister or criticising some of
Mr Kejriwal’s. Ms Bedi, Manish
Sisodia, Yogendra Yadav, Prashant
Bhushan (he hasn’t contested an

election personally, yet), Gopal Rai, his articulate
spokesperson from an MNC bank, Meera Sanyal,
and the reigning empress of Left-activism, Medha
Patkar, have all joined electoral politics. As for those
who questioned the method and motivations of the
Anna movement (this writer included), we can now
declare that we won the basic intellectual argument.
That to change the system, you have to embrace it,
for power to make a difference, you need to wade into
electoral politics, even if you call it a cesspool. It fol-
lows that the only way to win power is through the
ballot and the process is fair, the voter smart, by and
large incorruptible.  

Having swept Delhi, being poised to make a
national mark in Punjab and Goa and now threaten-
ing to be a challenger in Gujarat, Mr Kejriwal and the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) can no longer claim that
politics and elections are all a farce. Isn’t this precisely
what some of us (a tiny, thick-skinned minority
though) were saying in our criticism of the anti-pol-
itics pretense of the Anna movement? For clearance
of all doubts, here is what we said: Be honest and say
what you want is political power. Or, in the language
Mr Kejriwal prefers to use with his critics: Agar rajni-

ti karni hai, toh khul kar saamne aao.
Whatever AAP’s ranking in Punjab and Goa, it is

incontrovertible that it’s finding traction. That’s the
sense from Gujarat, too. It is remarkable how, even
while seeking political power, AAP has maintained
anti-establishmentarianism as the core of its appeal,
laced and garnished with ultra-nationalism to rival
BJP’s (Bhagat Singh is still there) and povertarianism
more convincing than the Congress party’s. Mr
Kejriwal would rarely attack any particular party in
his campaigns, but all other parties, in effect all
“establishment” politicians. His core brand appeal is
still the Grand Disruptor.

That he and his key followers are all young and
generally seen as incorruptible (nobody buys Delhi
Police and CBI’s creative FIRs) gives him a headstart
with the large, young voter-base. Some of his other
rivals, Sukhbir Singh Badal, Rahul Gandhi, aren’t
much older, even younger. But they represent politics
of entitlement, while he is self-made. He is using the
absence of a track record, inexperience, as an advan-
tage, synonymous with innocence: Give us at least
one chance, therefore, sounds that much more 
convincing for younger voters.

He swept Delhi because he vacuumed out the
Congress vote. In Punjab, on the other hand, he

might get more of his votes from the Akali-BJP com-
bine. Count that as an advantage of being a party
with no real ideology, or an evolving one that can be
totally fungible with the political needs of a state.

Beyond this, is there much to differentiate AAP
from established parties? List all our big complaints
with them, besides corruption, age and a dodgy track
record: Personality cult, absence of internal democ-
racy, a high-command culture, intolerance of media,
deep illiberalism, an supremo-style leader who
brooks no dissent. Check which one is not to be found
in ample measure in AAP. Its leader is so supremely
powerful — and popular — now that he can spend
months campaigning outside the state he is sworn to
govern (Delhi) and then carry on for nearly a fort-
night’s recuperation, more or less incommunicado, in
a distant city. Rahul Gandhi, on the contrary, is pil-
loried for taking a week off at year-end, while he has
no constitutional responsibility or even political
accountability as far as his own party is concerned.

Nearly six years after it began, the Anna movement
has now risen as the new pan-national political force
with a formidable leader, in search of an ideology he
probably believes it doesn’t need. It has brought a new
dimension to our stalled, boring politics and will make
our jobs as political reporters and opinion-writers more
fun. So what if some more abuse is a part of it, too.

Postscript: After my Writings on The Wall last week
noting the rise of AAP in Punjab, I’ve been besieged
with a question: How could you give a “positive”
report on AAP after its chief had addressed you in par-
ticularly abusive language on social media recently?
I have a counter-question: Just because someone
abuses me, should I get even by lying about what I see
as a reporter? And thereby abuse my readers instead?

It’s instructive to read the brilliant memo from
Reuters editor-in-chief Steve Adler to his staff on
how to cover US President Donald Trump (Covering
Trump the Reuters way, reuters.com, January 31). His
key point: Stay with facts, do not start believing we are
part of the story, needs to be remembered, whether
you are covering Mr Trump, Narendra Modi, or 
herein, Mr Kejriwal.

Twitter: @ShekharGupta
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THE HINDU CURRENT NOTE [GS Sorted]

DATE 11.02.2017

G.S.-01 

 Inequality create public despair   

• Inequality is  problem all  over the world and 

that fueling to global movement for equality 

• Because  inequality  >  less  income  to  major 

section  >  protest  towards  wealthy  section 

>effect to law and order situation 

• Inequality create gap of have and have not > 

youth having radical  mind tend to extremist 

activity 

• Rising inequality > riding of authoritarian rule 

because in capitalism money of a few person 

capable to win majority 

• Recently trickle down principle not working as 

much  because  there  are  lots  of  supply  of 



worker present in market so exploitation can 

be done with lower salary 

G.S.-02

 Powerful drama to populism   

• After  death of  the extra populist  leader and 

chief minister of the tamilnadu now leadership 

issue has been raised for chief minister post 

• AIDMK  secretary  sasiklala  and  ongoing 

temporary chief minister o paneerselvam and 

political  drama  getting  momentum  of  the 

power 

• According to article 164 [2] if any person not 

member of the assembly can be chief minister 

and sasikala has same case 

• But  in  ruling  of  the  supreme  court  in  B.R. 

kapoor V/s tamilnadu stated that article 164 



[2]  is  not  power  or  eligibility  but  restriction 

placed on it.

 Looking beyond our own species   

• Recent  tamilnadu  government  order  for  the 

jallikatu show raise few question about right 

of animal and importance of the judicial order 

and  impact  of  its  breach  by  the  state 

government 

• Tamilnadu government order to allow jallikatu 

is against the supreme court award in animal 

welfare board v/s NAGRAJ in which court ruled 

out that animal also have right to life under 

constitution  and  state  government  can  not 

amend prevention of animal welfare act.1960

• Animal  protection  march  start  with  rukmani 

devi arundale known dancer with animal right 

protector > she bring private member bill as 

she was nominated member of rajya sabha > 

Nehru appreciated her effort and give surety 



about  passing  of  prevention  of  cruelty  to 

animal 

• Both state and central government can make 

law on animal welfare and if state government 

want  to amend prevention of  animal cruelty 

that  it  should  take  consideration  from 

president 

G.S.-03

 Sariska national park  

• Sariska  national  park  situated  in  alawar 

district  of  the  Rajasthan  have  great 

biodiversity  in  the  sense  of  bird  and 

carnivorous 

• Recently man and animal conflict  increasing 

due to pressure of the economic activity and 

population 

• When  tiger  extinct  in  sariska  leopard  have 

freedom in core area of the forest but after 



some  time  tiger  reintroduces  from 

Ranthambhor national park. Leopard forced to 

conflict  with  man  and  this  will  affect 

ecological balance of the sariska national park 

 New body for defense procurement   

• Defense  procurement  become  job  of  the 

complex integrity structure and sovereignty of 

country 

• The  government  proposed  defense 

procurement  organization  to  integrate  and 

streamline  long  and  arduous  process  of 

defense acquisition 

• This  organization  will  work  under  defense 

ministry  to  integrate  whole  process  of  the 

defense acquisition 



• Cabinet committee on security headed by the 

prime  minister  also  increased  procurement 

power of the defense minister 
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